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a small country which had been the centre of

^

since the second century B.C. Babur invaded India over-
land twenty-one years after da Gama had arrived there
by sea. Last but not least, Babur was a man-of-letters
whose brilliant autobiography in his Turkish mother-
tongue reveals a spirit of outstanding intelligence and
perceptiveness. s

What was Babur5 s horizon ? To the east of Farghana
it included both India and China, and to the west it
extended to Babur's own distant kinsmen, the Ottoman
Turks. Babur took lessons from the 'Osmanlis in
military technique, and he admired them for their piety
and prowess in extending the bounds of Islam. He
refers to them as c the Ghazis of Ruin J : the happy
warriors who had succeeded, where the primitive Muslim
Arabs had signally failed, in conquering for Islam the
homeland of Eastern Orthodox__Ghnstendom.^ I could
not recollect any mention of Western Christendom in
Babur's memoirs, and I have found none in the exhaus-
tive geographical index of Mrs Beveridge's magnificent
English translation. Of course Babur was aware of the
existence of the Franks, for he was a cultivated man and
he knew Islamic history. If he had had occasion to
allude to them, he would probably have described them
as ferocious but frustrated infidels living in a remote
corner of the world at the extreme western tip of one of
the many peninsulas of the Continent of Asia. About
four hundred years before his time, he would have gone on
to relate, these barbarians had made a demonic attempt
to break out of their cramped and uninviting corner into
the broader and richer domains of Rum and Dar-al-
Islam. It had been a critical moment for the destinies of
civilization, but the uncouth aggressors had been foiled
by the genius of Saladin, and their military reverses bad